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Foreword by Tess Pike, Chair of the Steering Group

Thank you for participating in the Chulmleigh Parish Plan. Sorry it has taken
us a while to feed the results back to you.

| would like to thank the Community Volunteers on the Steering Group who
have given a great deal of their time to this project. | also wish to thank the
Community Council of Devon and Chulmleigh Parish Council for the grants
to enable us to produce the questionnaire and Parish Plan Document.

Much has been achieved in 13 years since the last Community Appraisal
took place. We must build on this and tackle the issues now important to
residents of Chulmleigh Parish.

The Steering Group have completed their job and the all important next
stage is just beginning. The action plan is now passed over to the Parish
Council which has undertaken to follow up your recommendations with the
organisations concerned.

Tess Pike

Chair
Chulmleigh Parish Plan Steering Group

Committee members:

Margaret Stoneman Vice chair Andrew Mosedale
Keith Bartlam Treasurer Peter Older
Howard Meadows Secretary Terry Pullen

Jean Buckingham Richard Sampson
Sue Briant-Evans Michael Wall

Rosemary Wedlake

January 2010

View this Parish Plan @ www.chulmleigh.org
For paper or emailed copies please contact the Secretary:
Howard Meadows Tel. 01769 581505
email. howardmeadows77@yaho00.co.uk
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1. Introduction

1.1 Geography and History of the Parish

Chulmleigh Parish lies roughly midway between Dartmoor to the south
and Exmoor to the north at an altitude of 300ft to 600ft. In the 16" century,
the location and topography of Devon were important in the defence of the
kingdom, when the beacon signals on all the highest hills warned of the
approach of the Spanish Armada. The varied geology has interacted with
the climate over millions of years to produce an equally diverse
landscape.

The great fire of 1803 raged for seven hours and 95 houses, comprising
three quarters of the whole town, were consumed. It was not the first to
leave Chulmleigh virtually destroyed as the old cob and thatched
buildings were raised to the ground.

Chulmleigh has been losing population for at least two hundred years,

with temporary reversals such as when the r
and 18406s. I n 1851 the population of the
now around 1300. A good environment is insufficient to keep most people

here; we also need jobs, housing and services.

On 26™ September 1253 King Henry 11l signed a Royal Charter allowing a

four day fair to take place which is the ma
calendar. It is believed the fair has continued without a break since 1253

through both world wars and is thought to be the longest continuous fair

in England.

Here is The Red Barrows
display team in action
thrilling their audience with
a breathtaking display of
precision barrow-batics.
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Chulmleigh contains a high proportion of listed buildings and was one of

the first settlements in North Devon to acquire a designated Conservation

Area. It is a focal point for a wide rural area and classified by Devon

County Counci l as an ANArea of Great Lan
College, Primary School, Health Centre, Dentists, Post Office, Bank,

Churches, pubs and social venues, sports and recreational facilities and

numerous small businesses provide for our education, health and

wellbeing and give us the essentials for country living.

To those who have ever lived in Chulmleigh, the Parish is a special and

uni qgue pl ace. Situated away from Devono
has been able to preserve its sense of community and identity whilst other

places may have lost theirs.

1.2 The Consultation Process

The Parish Council organised a public meeting in January 2007 to let
everybody know that they were encouraging the residents in the
Chulmleigh Parish to write their own Parish Plan.

A Community Steering Group made up of local residents was formed at
the public meeting held at the Primary School in April 2007. They
successfully obtained a grant from The Community Council of Devon in
May 2007 to cover the printing and stationery costs and the process
began The group organised a publlc event at the Town Hall on 5™ and 6"
~ : July 2007 to explain what was
happening and give people an
opportunity to express their
views. It was a great success
and there were 525 individual
comments made by the 255
people who attended over the
two days. Their comments were
incorporated into a
guestionnaire circulated to all
households in May 2008.
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This Parish Plan sets out the actions necessary to deal with the issues
you identified and which need to be resolved. Some time has elapsed
since the data was collected and some of the recommendations have al-
ready been implemented, as indicated in the action list at item 4.

2. The Survey

2.1 Households

The 2009 electoral roll shows 639 households with 1180 persons eligible
to vote. For 329 households (51.5%) to take part the Parish Plan survey
was an excellent response.

636 people aged 11 and over expressed their personal thoughts and
ideas. A total of 733 people of all ages (358 males and 375 females) live
in the 329 households of which 120 (36%) are located in the centre of
Chulmleigh, 106 (32%) just outside Chulmleigh centre, 63 (19%) on the
edge, 19 (6%) in the countryside with 17 (5%) on farms. 25 people (4%)
are registered disabled. The breakdown by ages of the households is:

Households

250

200

HHHH | H

11-16 17-21 22-39 40-59 60-64 65-74 75+

Female R Male ]
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2.2 People

By far the highest proportion of those responding (32%) came to
Chulmleigh Parish because of their love of village or country life. 92
people were born here.

Count

O Born in Parish

13% 10% B Work in Area
12% O Relatives nearby

10% O Love of village life

M Love of country life

9% @ Availability of housing

B Retired to Parish

19% O Marriage

B Came with family

8%

It is little wonder

people are
attracted to
Chulmleigh.
Never a dull
moment
particularly during
Fair week.
Count %
You thought the quality of life in Better 103 16%
the parish compared with 10
years ago is: Worse 98| 15%
The same 162 26%
Don't know 2221 35%
No response 49 8%
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2.3 Housing

For 305 households (93%) this was their only residence with only 3 people
saying this was not their main residence. 270 (82%) are owner occupied.
At the time of the survey 15 people were looking to move to alternative
accommodation separate from other members of their present household
with 9 wishing to stay within the Parish. 29 people were looking to buy a
property under £250,000 and 23 people wanted to rent between £100 to a
maxi mum weekly price of A150. In answer to
housing do you think the area needso0 you sa

Type of housing needed

300 -

2501

200 1

150 1

100
50 ¢

No Large Foryoung Forlocal Forthe No opinion
housingis family  people people elderly
needed housing

A terrace of thatched cottages
dating back to the 17th century.

Modern homes.
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2.4 Employment
Count %

Of those who Unskilled 24 8%
responded a —

) Semi-skilled manual 32 11%
third are
Who”y retired. Skilled manual 60 21%

Clerical 24 8%

This is the Professional / Managerial 111 38%
work  under- h ;
taken by the Other 9 3%
wage earners: | No response 31 11%

Employment details

250
197 201
200 A
150 -
100 - 94
63
50 7 B3 5 I 7 12 14 29
0_ T I- T T T T I- I- I- I._|
o i) - <5} T o c o =5 >0 = <D
c ¢ ¢ g T g ¢ S8 2 0
i) o o c E @ < = t o3 5 o
f o S o €5 S e -3 S0 =1
5 5 B 8 £3 8 % 9B ES :
o 5 c S o £ =8 %% o
& I s£ E =T Lg oo =
[l i D =S
p= £
= E

A lot of work has been done by
volunteers. These pictures show
the new pavilion extension being

built at Chulmleigh Playing Fields.
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2.5 Education & Training

46% thought the provision for adult learning in the parish was good or
reasonable with 13% considering it poor. Just 72 people (11%) showed an
interest in being involved in the new Campus development at the
Community College. Significantly 322 people (51%) thought the College
and local community would benefit from the provision of a sixth form
college. 80 people (13%) said no to that question.

It was announced in December 2009 that Devon County Council have
been successful in their bid for Government money for a new building
programme and that of that an investment of £11 million has been
committed to Chulmleigh Community College. The new College facility is
planned for about 5 years time to be built in consultation with Chulmleigh
Parish Council and the Committees in the College catchment area.

2.6 Environment

43 (14%) of the households were experiencing problems with their surface
water or storm drains. If a gas supply was available 162 (49%) would like
it connected. This is what you thought about the pavements and roads:

State of the Pavements

9% 7%

29%

O Good B Reasonable O Poor O No opinion
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No opinion
7%

State of the Roads

Good
6%

Reasonable
37%

354 people (56%) said they did not want anymore street lighting with

119 (19%) saying they would like improvements to the street lighting.

289 people (46%) were against a one way traffic system with 189 (30%)

thinking it was a good idea.

191 households (58%) would not wish to pay a slightly higher Parish

Council Tax to meet some of the

needs of the Parish.

When asked if you were satisfied
with the way the Parish Council
spend the money half of you said
you did not know what it was be-
ing spent on. The results were:

Count %
Totally satisfied 12 2%
Quite satisfied 171 27%
Dissatisfied 31 5%
Don't know how it is spent 327 52%
No opinion 93 15%

When asked if they would be

willing to help maintain and

manage the right of way net-
work 79 people said yes but

362 said no.

Removal of the overhead

power cables was supported by
44% of those responding. Just
14% were against it with 43%

having no opinion.
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Environment continued:

Overwhelmingly 449 people (71%) think more efforts should be made to
use natural resources such as sun, rain and wind. Significantly 79%
thought we should try to reduce the number of plastic bags used in the
Parish.

The issue of dog mess has stirred public opinion. This is what you
thought:

No
opinion
Yes No
Count % Count % Count %
Dog mess is a problem 364 57% 133 21% 138 22%
More bins for dog mess provided 395 62% 79 12% 161 250
Dogs be allowed on village
greens 140 22% 377 59% 118 19%
Need a dog warden 134 21%| 375| 59% 126 20%
2.7 Local Businesses and Tourism

95 (15%) of people run a business and 80% of businesses employ 2 or
less people of which half are sole traders. As this survey was completed
by local households it does not include details of the Community College,
Primary School and Primary Care Trust, our three largest employers. Not
all local businesses are owned by residents of the Parish.

The need to advertise is vital for the growth of business in Chulmleigh

548 people (86%) use the Post Office and 221 people (35%) use the local
Lloyds TSB Bank at least monthly.

238 (37%) people thought a partnership between local businesses and the
College Business & Enterprise Centre would benefit the Community with
50 people (8%) saying there would be no benefit.

600 people said they shop in the Town. 121 people shop daily, 199 most
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days and 205 weekly representing 83% of those responding. 319 people
thought the shopping was good, 237 reasonable, with 40 considering it to
be poor. 485 people (76%) like the local shops with 187 enjoying the
social contact, 177 believing it saves time, 232 saying it saves transport

costs and 280 using them for last minute things.

Business by Type

No response
7%

Other
14%

Agriculture
29%

Professional
services

12% Reta_i I/
Repairs
Manufacturin 7%
g .
Service
>% 5%
Construction Hotels
9% 12%

In answer to the question should tourism be encouraged in the Parish 312
people (49%) were in favour and 157 people (25%) said no. Development

was encouraged in the following areas:

Tourism

250

200

150

100 + ]

50 - [ ]
0 T T T T
Camping Sites for Sites for B&B trade Guest Hotels Other
sites touring permanent houses
caravans holiday
caravans
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2.8

Health and Wellbeing

The area is well serviced by health professionals. Of those who replied the
majority were satisfied with the provision of doctors, dentists, district nurses
and other medical services but 455 people (72%) wanted the health centre
to provide an out of hours service. 29 people (5%) had problems in
collecting medicine on prescription.

63 people (10%) were willing
to become a Community
Volunteer to help the

elderly with their medical,
shopping and hospital car
service needs.

This is what you thought about the quality of life in the Parish compared

with 10 years ago:

Quality of life

250 1

200 +

150 -

100 V7

Better Worse

The same

Don'tknow No response

Chulmleigh is fortunate to
have its own retained Fire &
Rescue Service Station run
by local residents and the
Devon Air Ambulance based
at Eaglescott Air Field is just
2 minutes flying time away.
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2.9 Sport & Leisure

Chulmleigh has some of the best Sport and Leisure facilities in North Devon
thanks to the Parish Council and Chulmleigh Community College. However
the survey highlighted the need to co-ordinate our sporting activities.
Arrangements are now well advanced to form a registered charity to
encourage maximum community use of all the sporting and recreational
facilities in the Chulmleigh Community College catchment area. Here are
the results showing the numbers of people engaged in the diverse range of
available sports and social activities:

Sport participation (Excludes under 11's)

100

60 =
50 — ]
40 —
30 A — -
20 7 = 1 —H
A i
O T I_I T T T T T T T T T |_| T T = T T T |_| T T T T |_| T T
S D L ¥ @ O N * O (}0 Q fzy * Q e @ Ny © &
6((\\(\ q\)lg’,\ -‘g/\o Q)O O\\O 0 0\0 6596 Q 0 ‘2\0 Q, Q/Q ée Q& Q’(\ &Q/ \\®$\0<'9Q O‘\
& F & Q\@ Y\o\°’ /\p NN

The Tennis Club has been
reformed and there is a new
Badminton Club at the Sports
Centre. These fantastic facilities
were funded by the Lottery, the

All England Lawn Tennis Association,
Devon County Council, North Devon
Council, Chulmleigh Community
College, the Tennis and Football
Clubs and Chulmleigh Playing Fields.
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Sport & Leisure continued:

A number of young people would
like greater access to the Sports
Centre Fitness Suite which is not
possible because of insurance
and staffing issues. Subsidised
use of MUGA and Sports Hall
would address the concerns
raised about ball games in
Chulmleigh. There is a need to
encourage more coaches in all
sports.

The Cricket Club has a new
thatched pavilion for the juniors.

There is now a junior football
team and a new senior side will
enter the league in 2010; both
playing their matches at the
Playing Field.

Prior to the Survey a Devon County Council Youth Centre had been
considered for Chulmleigh but plans did not materialise. Since then the
prospect of the Youth Resource Centre has gained momentum and it is
proposed to build the new Youth Centre on the Sports Centre site.
Hopefully additional funding can be found to incorporate a viewing gallery
to the Sports Hall. The Community has to develop Chulmleigh Sports Hall
into a centre of sporting excellence to secure its long term sustainability
and a viewing gallery and café are essential if we are going to attract
participation at the highest level.

The loss of the swimming pool in Chulmleigh is still a major talking point
and a considerable number of respondents thought it to be needed or at
least desirable for the community.

The Town Hall, Playing Fields, Parish Church, Community College
classroom of the future and Admirals Hall, the Primary School and Sports
Centre venues are all in constant demand for the vast array of social
activities on offer in Chulmleigh.
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You said in answer
to the question what
do young people
consider would en-
hance their leisure
time in Chulmleigh:

Count %
Chill out place for teenagers 152 24%
Non-Church based youth club 122 19%
Arts based projects 65 10%
More discos 53 8%
Dramal/fun activities 99 16%
New play equipment 67 11%
Better bike track 100 16%
Other 17 3%

Residents of Chulmleigh and District enjoy a wide range of social
activities. Included in the others category are the Chulmleigh Society,
Chulmleigh in Bloom, Local History Society, Churches and Twinning

Association,

Social Activities

Other

Youth Group

Women's Institute

Whist drive

Pub quizzes

Photography

Painting & drawing

Music society

Garden society

Flower club

|
|
|
|
Luncheon circle

Film society

Drama

Dance

Bell ringing
Band

1
Choral society [
I

o

40

50

60

70
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2.10 Transport

The number of household vehicles normally parked totalled 456 of which
25% are garaged, 48% parked off road, 23% on the road and 4% in a
public car park. 29 people indicated there were no vehicles in the
household.

On street parking, speeding traffic, movement of large vehicles, poor
roads and the lack of pavements are all cause for concern. The
introduction of a shuttle bus between Eggesford station and the Town
Centre may encourage more visitors from Exeter and Barnstaple areas.

—

0
Public car park 14
12
1
On road I 33
]66
2 11
Off road 17
]128
1
Garage 2 17
] 94
[ [ [ [ [
T T T T T
0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140

O Vehicle 1 | Vehicle 2 O Vehicle 3 O Vehicle 4
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2.11 Local Services & Amenities

When it comes to local services and amenities 52 % had no idea how the

Parish Council spends the Council tax.

Your thoughts about the service provided locally by the Police and your

crime concerns were:

Service provided locally by the Police: Your main crime concerns:

Count %
Good 35 6% Burglary
Reasonable 257 41% Vandalism
Poor 195 31% Speeding Traffic
Lack of Police presence
No Opinion 147 23% Other

Count
198

260

225

257

54

%
31%

41%

35%

40%

9%

Suggestions for improving Red Lion corner varied from using it as a bus
lay-by or for delivery vehicles, parking for the disabled or as a café area
with improved planting. 371 people (58%) want it to remain an open
space, 24% would like better notice boards with 21% thinking a bus
shelter would be very welcome. The Red Lion have recently submitted

planning proposals to the Parish Council.

What to do with the land in Back Lane held in trust for the Community and

called the ABramble Patchbo

all these years. 274 people want it sold, 282 have no opinion perhaps
because they have no idea where or what it is. Your favourite suggestions
for its use were as a Youth Centre, a helipad or for housing.

2.12 Acknowledgements

During the preparation of this Parish Plan the Committee have referred to
the Chulmleigh Community Appraisal 1996, Chulmleigh Village Design
Statement 1999, Chulmleigh Traffic Plan 2000, the North Devon Council
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